FOLKS Announces Jack Lewis Watershed Stewardship Scholarship
By Suzy McKinney, FOLKS LKSWPT Liaison, and Mike White, FOLKS Board Chair

Friends of Lake Keowee Society (FOLKS) is proud to
announce its new scholarship to provide financial support for
college to a high school student who shows a strong interest in
natural resource conservation and the environment. The Jack
Lewis Watershed Stewardship Scholarship is named in honor of
Jack Lewis, whose time with the Friends of Lake Keowee Society
spanned over 15 years, including serving as FOLKS’s President.
Jack’s passion, enthusiasm, keen sense of duty, and good heart
were evident throughout his tenure.
FOLKS strives to
turn passion into action
and encourages students
to work for the issues
they believe in. Through
FOLKS’s commitment,
we know that every act of
conservation—no matter
how small—helps the
world become a better
place. We also believe
that our new scholarship will not only engage
students in their community but also inspire them
to be advocates for the
environment, whether
local or global.
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student in good academic standing, and classified as a Junior
during the 2021–2022 school year. The applicant shall indicate
his/her intent to apply to either a two-year or four-year college
curriculum on the application. The applicant shall enroll in the
SC Adopt-a-Stream training for Freshwater Monitoring and
macroinvertebrate parameters upon notification of award of the
scholarship and complete the training prior to beginning stream
monitoring activities. A minimum of one scholarship will be
awarded each year in the amount of $2,500. The scholarship
is based on conducting monthly water quality monitoring for
a period of six months and presenting the findings and data to
the scholarship selection committee. Funding is made available
through the FOLKS’s operating budget and member matching
funds.

Eligibility: The FOLKS Scholarship Application is available at
guidance departments in Pickens
and Oconee County high schools or online at https://
www.folkskeowee.org/scholarship. The application must be
completed, signed, and all required materials submitted no
later than November 1, 2021. The scholarship recipient will be
announced in January 2022. The recipient will then be required
to complete the SC Adopt-a-Stream training and certification
and perform a minimum of six months of sampling. The scholarship funds will be paid directly to the recipient’s college once
the project is completed and enrollment is confirmed. The
funds will be available up to 13 months following June 2023
graduation.
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Scholarship Expectations: The student is required to
monitor a designated stream segment for a period of six
months, adhering to SC Adopt-a-Stream protocol. The student
will prepare a Pre-Assessment of the assigned monitoring site,
which will include an initial summary of site conditions prior
to sample collection, documented by photographs as well as
upload monitoring data to the SC Adopt-a-Stream Database.
Results of the sampling effort will be presented to the scholarship selection committee.
To learn more about FOLKS and the Jack Lewis Watershed Stewardship Scholarship go to:
https://www.folkskeowee.org/scholarship. v

