














Upstate Master Naturalist Program

Individuals interested in participating in the program are 
encouraged to contact Marguerite Porter Bishop at the Pickens 
County Extension Office (emai: marguer@clemson.edu, or call 
864-878-1394 ext. 111) to be placed on a waiting list for the 
upcoming year.  
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LIFE IN GLASS HOUSES
Diatoms accumulate stored food as lipid (oil) droplets 

inside the cell and are suggested to have been a major source of 
our oil deposits. Indeed, geologists who work for oil companies 
often look for fossil diatoms when they are trying to discover 
new oil fields. And diatoms are one of the most important 
parts of the food chain in Lake Keowee (they are an important 
source of nutrition for the zooplankton, for example) and Lake 
Keowee contains some wonderful diatom species.

Diatoms were a favorite subject of early microscopists. 
Indeed, even today, the test of a good microscope is whether 
or not it can resolve the fine structure of certain diatoms 
(Amphipleura, for example). In the 1800s and early 1900s, 
persons who wanted to demonstrate their steady hands would 
create elaborate arrangements by hand, under the microscope, 
individual diatom cells using the fine tip of a pig’s eyelash – and 
creating absolutely amazing patterns. 
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