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Fringetree
Chionanthus virginicus

Olive family (Oleaceae)

Sun to partial shade

Moist, well-drained soil 

Native to the Eastern and Central U.S. 

•	 spreading large shrub to small tree, 12-20 ft tall, striking in 
flower (May)

•	 adaptable and drought-tolerant when established; slow to 
moderate growth

•	 large clusters of fragrant white flowers; male and female 
flowers on separate plants

•	 dark blue fruits (on female plants) attract birds 

•	 excellent small tree for group plantings, woodland edges, 
mixed shrub borders  
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